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{Cowttrund from page 237}

PARIS"Ss MOVABLE BRUNCH

The Village Voice bookstore is the scene
of the city’s love affair with contemporary
American fiction. By EDMUND WHITE

whlished or anpublished, old or young,

male or female, Amencan writers bliving is

Paris (or just passimg throwgh) seek shelger
an Oddile Hellier™s Willage Yoioe bookskop,
Hellier 53 & Freme hmoman who speaks coar lan-
guage perfectly exoep! for the better "R
which ik prosounces as “"W."" " We'ne sew-
wibly rwalled,”” the bas caad more than once
while mniroducing a otbebraled wriler aboud o
resd mn ke couy wpslair: room above her Left
Bank shog

The kil 13 peasine. however. In the last
v wears, the Viores has bocoma a troc Amon
Gl GRilpoid Al & oedler ol |'|'-|I.1'-J.I'_\_- |.-_-|“'i|::.
Visslieg heavywe ghts like William Gaddis.,
Rabert Copver, Raymosd Carver, Richard
Foand, Manlyn French, Huistell Banks, Eath
Ackher, and Daved Lesvir have peed there, 5o
have lecel Amencan posts Menlyvn Hacker ansd
Edowsard Riodin, and young Crech poet Viadi-
mir Soukep; when Soukup died recently of
AIDE, his mother and sister gave & dugprileed
sl resdieg of his works 1 the Vaice
U mosi nighds chere, 105 SERndang foodm

only; people hold their bresth asd oy g0 beas
When Raymond Carver resd, Peter Taylos,
whi had just won the Rite Paris Hemingway
Avward aned the Pulitzer back home, s the:
it aas, ax Odide would say, reawibly twill-
g™ b0 see the two greatest livieg American
ihort-story writers shake hands im Paris

Chdile didn't plan fodevose hor il boa book -
slode, She prew upen Pans, vludhed Bussian 8-
erabure i Franee and Moscow, asd taughil and
imerpreicd Russiam before bocoming a full-
ume imerpreter. To perfect her English, she
signed up for & vear in 5 Stases—and stayed
ot Bor o deceds, working as an assistan] 1o the
former Alpenen ambaissdos i Waskington
Wohen Ui e moved back toFrance in 1980, she
foumd a corporate job, Bal wasn | happy with
the hisrarely, ""huddenly the whea ol a baok-
shore: wedled up in me, | remember thal duseng
thes decsaght ol 190G an amedian well smigacu-
||'Hn|}' sprasg us ia Yy mether s village garden
for mo resson, and ihis ides of a bookstoge
'-'.|:"|ic|.|'.lj'| N s 1 e REime Way

*Books were always an ienportant o kaghly
personzl part of my life.” she sdds, "My 13-
theer’s library was bumned by the Mazis daring
the war because it contxined hooks by Mar
Mely father died during the war, but | relaisesd an
image of him as &n intellectual, a reader. My
only real possessions were Books; when ['d
move ['d paci them-—ihat was all?*

Why the name Village Yoice? " Decause the
mewspaper it an emblem of the Amersca |
likg=—0pen, nonconformist, humorous, poditi-
cal, skeptical. Besides," " she adds, 1 wsually
sodk the ook om the Visice bestseller list and
very few of the schlocky books on The Mew ;
Fowk Timer list.””  (Comiinped on page 24921 §
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When she ofenad her sofe in |YED, the dol
lar was sirong, wlnch meant there were plenly
ol Amencans hivisg an Pare but Amencan
bWkt WAEFE VETY EXPERSIVE B0 by wilh weak
[rancs. Mosw thal the Gollar has codlapsed, thire
ase fewer Amserican clients but the books are
jlentiful asd cheap. Odike is Alling the gap By
vulbvaling & eew French audienos for confem
parary American fictiom. Typecally, when
iranslulions of Alison Lume's Fareign Affairs
and Russell Banks's Cowmiimennn Dl weee
published in France. paralle] passages wene
resd by writer and transdstor in both languages

As Odile puts i, “"AL my stone, Admericans
can resd ik French classics i randlatson and
the Fremch can discover American wilers,
ewen those who are litle-knonwn n (b Staies
The French like to select thear orwn Amsngans;
they have deified lobn Fante. Charles Ba-
kowski, William Goven, and now ¥ M
5.'\.;._'k|1|ar|_ mone of whom w exactly a houss
hodd word back in Amenca. T Bt ke Swivia
Beach, the legendary bookstors proprctor o
Shakespeare arad Company i the 19006 xnd
30, Oddlile knows Ber Cusbomers pot only by
mame but by tasic. Gilles Harbedene, a young
edstor al Er\..ag;\._ a veporous fiew pulslizher od
foreign literalune an French trasslaces, 10l me
thal Odile bas put him anko scveral of the besi
titles im has colkectioa

Sarab Ciaddn., Wilham Gaddis dasghler
lives in Pars amed o8 Dinasheng her farsl nowel
Oidile 1 the cmly persos who resds ke chaplers
as fhey are Dineshed, "She s Iramk, onest, and
msks usclul questions,  Samh remuarks. Ciker
Wi A FRencan wWilers hased in Pans d&[h:'nd
o Udide’s wwie, encourepement, and pubdlish
g know-haw, They drop in (o browsg
ehraiigh The Niw Fork Bevien .:;."JT-:I.rJ.i o The
Vitlage Vaiee, 1o drink an espresso, 0 moct
wilh other expatnisics—and to speak the native
Ixnguage. Thes back to a chilly aleler 1o wmile
shout that Wisconsin farm chiklhood . It was,
gfeer all, in Pans chai Fraaklin wrole bas Awio
Maography, befferson wrole Nodes on Virginur,
Bendi wrobte Joka Browns Hady, Hemingway
wrote The Sun Alse Bies, and Glenway Wes
codd wrile Crovesd- by Wekromun



